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MAGNESIA ALBA, 


HIS technical term has long been uſed 
by Alchemiſts and Chemiſts to deſcribe 
; any ſubſtance, whether of a calcareous 7 
nature, a caput mortuum, or any earthy body, 
which in colour 1s white, in weight light, and to 
the palate inſipid; but in particular to expreſs 
ſuch ſubſtances as have a peculiar power of at- 
tracting or abſorbing a nitrous acid from the air 
when expoſed openly, by which its weight i is en- 
creaſed and whiteneſs heightened. | 


It is not above half a century fince a Magnefid 
was firſt prepared for internal uſes. Some ſay a 
B German 


German 0 Helwigius the great crayeller) diſcovered. 
i: an carried it into Italy; homeyer that be, it 
Was originally prepared and adminiſtered at Nome | 


by the Jeſuits, Who, for a long time, kept it a. 
ſckret for the profits arlfing from the ſale: Otherss 
tell us that Kofferton, a German, and phy ſician 

to the prince abbot of Kemper, procured the ſe- 
cret from an Halian monk, which he ſoon after 
- communicated to a brother. phyſician; and this 
laſts cenveyed-it into SPI, where it Was 


3 


firſt known under the name of the * Counteſs" of 


Palma's Powder. But which of theſe was the 


flirſt diſcoverer, 1 will not undertake to 4 8 
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2 A 4" time it fpread' into er: 22 The 
phyſicians. from? repeated trials ec and 
preferred i it: "as A mild eatha artie, to all draftic 
Purges, as a "Medicine long ſought after, being 
ſafe, pleaſant, and moſt proper for ſomachic 
and inteſtinal diſor rders ; and though this Neat: 


3 


cine in thoſe days“ Was greatly: inferior? to what has 


3 


been prepared ſince in Eugland, yet its falutary 
viftues) were foreſeen, proclaimed. and extelled 


eee moſt Parts of the continent. 
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15 


1 5 5 


We 4 N 50 about 17 71d, 1d 10 mich cd | 
reaſed in eſteem, that a few yeats' after it was 
placed in the collection of Medicines; and 1 
think Lanciſi, the Pope 8 phyſician, Was the ft 


WHO publiſhed A Pi 1 which Was abole | 
7. | 


This proceſs. is tedious and complicated, not 
worth noticing here, being almoſt wholly | diffe- 
rent from the improvements made, and altera- 
Tions in preparing ir at this time. Beſides, there 
is not any thing in his preſeription worth te. 
garding, except a hint, that a Nitrous Acid is the. 
Baſis f Magnefia. a. However, his publication 
opened the way for extending the ſeveral expe- 


ments fince made to bring this Medicine to 
Perfection. > 


About the year 1720, a French chemiſt ſu oveſt- 
ed ſome improvementsof Lanciſis Recipe for, fays 
he, An earth may be obtained by fe eparaling the 1 mo- 
Aer ley of 9 E a Aa of « af, ed altaline ſalt. 


Soon after, almoſt every Ceran RR 

experiments to purify this Medicine. No one 8 

boured more than the late Tkitful and Te 
B 2 


„ . 
Hoffman, who in 1722 wrote a Diſſertation enti- 
tled, Animadverſions and Experiments concerning 
Magneſia; and very accurately obſerved, that in 

the reſduum after purifying nitre, are found the 
ame principles as thoſe from which Magnefia is pro- 
cured. He calls Mas neſia, a grateful, infipid, laxa- 
tive powder. | 


His ſeveral curious experiments with nitrous 
acids and fixed alkaline falts, ſuch as thoſe of 
Tartar, Wormwood, &c. ſoon aſcertained a bet- 
ter formula of procuring not only a finer Mag- 


ne ſia, but one more innocent and inoffenſive than 


g any made before in Lab, Germany, &c. by his 
| predeceſſors and cotemporaries. From his writ- 
ings farther improvements have been made, but 
not in England till twenty-ſix years after Dr. 
Haſfnan publiſhed his Diſſertation; for until 
1748 it was ſcarce known only by name: and 
poſſibly to this day it would have been a caput 
mortuum in our capital ſhops, had not Dr. Cado- 
gan at that time publiſhed his ingenious Effay_ 
upon Nurſing and Management of Children, a 

performance which deſerves the attention of all 
parents who are concerned for the health and 
| 3 of their children. . 
To 0 ; 


ter 


To this 1 we are g eatly indebreds 
not only ror his publication, but his attention to 
the operations of this Medicine, and his tender- 


neſs in adminiſtering it to the poor orphans, whilſt 
phyſician to the Foundling Hoſpital. : 


The ſucceſs he met with in his public and pri- 
vate practice, and his endeavours to make it 
known by .communicating, without reſerve, his 
ſentiments, undoubtedly were the Cauſe of its 
general reception. 


Soon after 1748, the Diſpenſatories of Edin 
bur: 5, Quincy, James and Lewis adopted a me- 
thod of preparing it, and in moſt of the foreign 
| Pharmacopoeias a preſcription was ſet forth; but 

20t one of them was ſq inſtructive as 99 be 
wiſhed. 


Our chemiſts arvggiſts, and rand apothe- 
raries in town now began to prepare this Me- 
dicine, and it is eyident they entered on diffe- 
rent proceſſes; for, from the experiments I made 
of their ſeveral preparations, I found that there is 
not two to be met with alike. Hence a reaſon 
may be aſſigned why the afflicted have complain- © 

* | ed 


. „ 5 
ed of ſome diſagrecable effects, as. Mr. Claſs 
and ders have obſerved. 


"T; his was the 1 probably, EX 3 . 
the late Dr. P:tt to deſire that Mr. Glaſs, ſurgeon 
of Oxſerd, would undertake to retrieve the charao- 
ter of this Medicine, which he was well aſſured, 
E when prepared in Purity, would prove worthy, of, 
| his attention and labour. 
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We find be ns a quantity. at firſt only 
for trial, which by his account far exceeded all” 
others in every reſpect; for by an accurate ex- 

periment a cubic inch of his was found to con- 
teain only forty- ſeven grains; whereas a cubic inch 
of two others, one, prepared at Apethecaries Hall,. 
weighed 106, the other 108; and farther, that his” . 
was ſuperior in whiteneſs when compared, and 
in inſipidneſs when taſted, which encouraged 


him to proceed to make a quantity. for ſale. 


# So much, for the progreſſive improvements. of 
this Medicine, from its origin at Rome to te 
time when Mr. Glaſs firſt publiſhed his Eſſay, 
abovt the year 1 764.—Pleaſed with his perform- 

= ance, and. having often read it, 1 came to a reſo- 
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MAGNESIA Projored * 


Meſſieurs Glaſs, an ounce meaſure weighed 62 


Grains. 


70 
80 


S—|-r — 
Se er 5 
W. and G. 


B—t—t and S—P : 5 126 
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1 

'T heſe reſpective weights are as s exact as 1 could 4 
make them. It muſt be confeſſed, on account of * 
parts not lying equal, there will be little cavi- 
ties or interſtices; for which reaſon, a grain or 
two, more or lefs, cannot be aſcertained, N 
This I proved by meaſuring twice and oftener; 
and I am told, if fine flour is meaſured 
two or three times in a buſhel, it: will vary in 
weight at leaſt half a pound or more. 


Farther, experience has taught me, that 
if two preparations are made the ſame day, in 
every particular very exact, one will differ from 
the other in een AS: 


11 miſt be admitted ol an an excalien 15 
but it neither is, nor can be what Mr. Glaſs ca Ilsa 
determinate criterion of purity; becauſe weight 
never can ſhew what quantity of impure or acrid 
ſalts, or heterogeneous qualities it contains, nor 
inform us of ſuch parts as are indiſſoluble in the 
ſtomach; therefore, to form a more perfect know- 
ledge of this medicine, I had recourſe to three 


9 


Firſt, Ten grains of e every fort of of Mata 13 
f had procured, were put in the ſame number ef 
phials |! 
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-phials 128), and to raph. one ounce. wy; ſpixir of | 
vitriol (made weak), Which was 15 a very little at 
a time dropt on phe Ry. . 


- * — 
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By this operation its bee was e aon 
1 xp aeg Gülle | 85 5 lanes * oh 


| , | 


5 Secondly, I put about ten grains 15 3 ſpoon- : 
ful of diſtilled vinegar : this ſhews its . 
by ig off the 8 880 of the e : 


„ 


> bo 


Thirdly, I 14460 30 l bedr e f hel 
to a ſpoonful of water, and then to theſe put 
about five grains of Mane 1 ia. This informed me 
of Its impurity,” by not totally © Eiflolving the 


| ; powder, nor 2177 away the aur . the ie irt. 
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"Theſe a are eaſy experiments, A fr take up 
little time; therefore 1 could with to recom- 


mend them to was © one who makes wiſe of this 
4 medicine, 5 27773 T5 : : . 
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- But theſe. are not. ſuſiciepe; for 1 beliggs a 
genuine Maz ge / 4 mould alſo have the follow- 
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ng. charaeriflicy 3, that, is, p ſhould N quit 
1 without ſmell, almoſt rafteleſs,, an 

free from grittineſs; it ſhould float in water 8 
milk at hrſt or till well ſtirred, and intimately 


mix with any fluid: when ſpirit of vitriol (28-1 in A 


the laſt experiment) by little and lite 1 18 put 1 to 1 


5.738 
it, the ebullition ſhould be quick and wart, I 


the vapours clear, free from noxious ſmell; no 
air-bubble, browniſh clouds or dirty circles at or 5 
about the ſurface; 3. above all, ſcarce-any parts 
ſhould. be left in the bottom of the Phial 
and the 8 ſhould. remain in its natural Jus 


„ 


cidity, * 4:0 It 


1 obſcrvations may be worth regarding 
to prevent” impoſitiens; ſince that . * 
which has not theſe characteriſtics, maya proſuiee 
many miſchievous ENCES 3 for if it ſhould remain” 
2s a Calca arcous ſubſtan ce, and block up che inte 


* d 


rior orifice of the ſlomach, thirft rf vomitings, 1 


pain, cramp” in the” bowels 11 orexs p. d i 


geſtion, infamma tion, bloo ay flux, P lid 2 


eral other d. orders n may be produced; and r 
„ 

oe the noxious acrid ſalts remaining i tle 
comꝑoſiti In, W hich 1 am afraid! 1128 s. been often 


the ca aſe, Q the | Eon nt ware a pure ecu [corated 


IT 1 


ti Marnefa 2 wil act as an abſorbent, 4 Wel 8 65 a 
oa gentle laxative. 


BN ack with reſpect to the purity of this me- 
dicine: it may now be proper to give one 
account of thoſe pa different ſorts tried 
with ſpirit of vitriol. 


” The frft (Oxford), though the lizhteſt, did not 
entirely diſſolve, but on ſtanding depaf ed fore 
parts, rather of a dark brown colour, different 
greatly from the whiteneſs it poſſeſſed before; 
the liquor became tranſpatent, the ebullition was 
mall, and the diſſolution took up ſome time; 
upon the whole, this was ſuperior to all others in 
every . 


The German ſort was much inferior to every other. 
Inſtead of diſſolving, it depoſited a large ponde- 
rous calcareous ſediment, and ſeemed but a little 
affected with the acid. From the ebullition aroſe 
blackiſh fetid fumes ; the liquor remained Sh 
clear. 


- About ſix of the ſorts above-mentioned like- 
Wiſe depoſited a calcareous indiſſoluble matter; 


7 


the fumes were „ Uke chat of the German; 
black and noxious, Des not io: bad. ts 


ihe ten were non alike, 1 4a 
quick and haſty ebullition, with cobweb- like ſuſ⸗ 
penſions, and muddy circles at the top; on ſtand- 
ing the 1 became braffy yellow. 


The e on 8 cake FE ſpirit 1 wi 
lowiſh, were replete with foul clouds ſuſpended. 
nearer the bottom, alſo a circular browniſh ring 
at the ſurface. 


a * 
9 ads 2 * 8 
. e y 
8 


From this repreſentation it appears chat all 
thoſe which turned the ſpirit yellows, contained. 


acrid and alkaline ſalts. 5 —F 


Fm A 


Thoſe which 3 with muddy clouds, + 


* 0 * , 4 ; 
dirty circles on the ſurface with broken ſuſpen- 
fions, retained acid falts ; and the dirty colour wass 
owing to the impurity of the waters uſed in edul- 


£3 
n * 
o 


coration; ſince I have found the like in ſeveral ? 
of my own experiments, in uſing the Thames and 


New River waters, neither of which are the beſt 
to produce this medicine perfect, not even after 


depuration by alum, though it will throw down 
ſome a 


* er the N e At Aporberaries Halt ” 
1 the River iravers have been diſtilled to ſeparate the 
|. groſs earthy particles; but ſach methods neither 
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Afr dende my t mt * near a Fear Init 
Half on theſe and the like experiments for further 
Unprovement, I examined the ſeverat medical 
tings abet tis mittropelis, to obtain a Know- 
tedpe of thoſt which abounded moſt wich an acid 
i - nitrous ſalc and an alkaline earth, to fee how far 
| they would contribute to my purpoſes. Barnet, 
een, Dulenteh Sir entern, and ſcveral others were 
mined, moſt of whic'rdid got contain a quan- 
rity of nitre ſuſſicient. Eaſem and Feffop Hells on 
© Stoke Common next underwent trials; and though 
Stoke #/»%s5 had d grcic portion of nitrous faits 
Fet having a vicriolie acid, they by no means 208 
1 drve my purpates. = At laſt I fixed on thoſe at 
den, which anſwered by repeated experiments 
E exactly-in every reſpect what authors have ſaid, | 
der. they are of a nitrous nature, abounding with 
dn acid falt and an alkaline earth; gently cooling 
ang purgative; and as for their virtues, they were 
celchrated even in the year * 
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A View of che pie Phnomen 
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Concert 1 ESSOP WATER; all 
C 55 4 * Spirit 8 rup 1 = 
p | Selle - | Et | Sugar | Line : 48 "of vio- Ga 
„„ FEET the 1 water, F triok lets. 
5 Some - At firſt | Turns | Some- | Scarce | Firſt a | Not 
; What of a | turns | ofa | what j any | fine grey 
25 bitteriſn White, | turbid | milky com- bean and 
Tale, e ee - 1 milky | at firſt, motion: by ſtan- gree 
5 brackiſh. | clear, | nature, | grows liquor ding a | as A] 
ͤ ũ a oi And de- after- clear, | more | few ſaid, 
4 Epſom kept long | poſits | wards and tranſ- | days but 
Water, | in ſummer a white depoſits then | parent turned | lour 
46 ? | ſtinks, pow- | a quan- lets fall | than | blueiſh. | mou 
Old and after- | der, | tity of | ſome | the war tain 
= Well wards which | white mall ter. wine 
rows is its | pow- orain- | 4. 
e., flats. der. like 5 1 
Complex- . | powder. 
| 10n/when 
firftpumpt, | N. B. The powders uſed in theſe experiments \ 
of a paliſh I. he ſyrups, alkali, and lime-water, a te: 
| yellow + © Spirit of vitriol and fal ammoniac ſixty d 
caſt, yet This account differs from what is given in R 
Sear.” Was on the ſpot, with the wafers yp out of 
= | put on different faces. . 
Very bit- Not ſo e The The 1 Retain- Th 
5 I ter, and | clear, | ſame, | ſame. '| ſame. | ed its ſam 
Stoke, | rather | butofa| only green 
called nauſeous; | yellow | more 4 colour 
in other {| caſt, | turbid, longer, 
reſpects and a and a and 
the ſame larger larger then 
as Epſom. Os OY. | turned 
; ; | 4 blueiſh. | 
15 ö 1 | 


N. B. The water ed firſt 1 blue with a may be from 
: - Dtween. theſe. two waters, and May. be the 185 NEE oy iv 
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URGING Warrns at Eysom, taken on | the Spot the 21ſt 'of 
; all corked and 9 9 the ſame. Op. 
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Very 


clear, 


with a 


ſmall 


white 
powder 


depoſi- 


tedvery 
fine. 


riments were one ſeraple to an ounce-of the water. 


iter, a tea-ſpoonful to one ounce. 


ac ſixty drops. 


iven in Rutty's Synopfis in Cove . che 1 for which ana 
a out of tae PRI? SAR his with them ſent over to Ireland in bott! 
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1 ed with i 
the water. 
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A pint of 
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ſame 
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1 afineclearþ 
| | greeniſh 
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ts „ ſame. fame. | hours | { ſame, | ſame, | fed beef | ſame, but 
n . exactly 5 | FEI | but ra- rather rather 
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47 \ 3 exarinztion of 15 Ray 75 12 op ies þ is. _ 
= 27 wY ſubjoined.— Fo this 'S impar tial view: it wil t- 3 
be neceſſary. 10 400 what has been faid by 2 
- | eminent men of the falubrity** of Epſom Waters, I 

5 and the diſeaſes they have both relieved and j 
cured, in order to ſhew 1 wy reaſons for firſt con- 
| _ ceiving that a  Matnefia” made with them 
. * be * cow to 1 others 1 in in Er. 1 5 „ 


14 2 


; Gene e to LEN ſack meters? i 1 
4 is, that every Medicine will poſſeſs the good or 


4 


bad. properties of thoſe ingredients of which. it 
18 compoſed. e ty TON FWOnea Un; PR 


TE p 
PSOM, "Wargns in Pe and Tex 
fo rmitics cured by them. 


TS 


\PSOM W ells, or their nitrous purging Wa- ; 4 
4 bers, Were the firſt of” the "fort diſcovered | 
in "Eng! land, ſome time about the year 16185 ; they "i 


| 

ene realed in reputation till about 172 75 When they | 
began d 0 be negleRed. e,, Om 4 

. . Who 


5 85 pots _— Pr. Grey analized 1 the; em;. , and .Y 
found that tfieir contents were a ſoluble bitter 
acid falt; that this ſalt conſiſted of, eight parts I 
© 5 5 k 

| | i cf * 


. of nitre, and one of earth, bur not a grain of lum, 7 
5 as formerly conjectured; that the ſalts were a. 
| 5 grey white colour, unfigured and ſoft, ſomewhat 
Uke the clayed ſugar of Barbadoer. The waters 
in nature were diluent, abſorbent, diuretic, and 
gently cathartic, conſiſting of. a a true calcareous 
nitre, innocent in operating. E : 


: What is very hace is, that in boiling 
theſe waters in a Copper veſſel, they do not ſo 
much as partake of a verdigreaſe tincture this 


experiment evinces their 7 innocent and inoffenſive 
principles. „ f 


They are moderately. clear, in talte a üittle bit: 


ter ſomewhat ſaltiſh, nitrous, reſembling Run's of 5 
nitre. 


* 


i account of theſe virtyes they were wa Ia in 
the higheſt eſtimation, and celebrated through 
Europe ſhr curing various diſorders z which be- 
ing confirmed from time to time by a multipli- 
city of caſes, the nobility and gentry, and even 

foreigners reſorted to Epſom, inſomuch that this 
ſmall village was ſoon enlarged to great extent. 
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ef + ali are-nitrvn, 
aud nearly ese in . it may be ob⸗ 
ſerved, that when the earth 
bt ntl is ä for ame time to the open 
inc appears, which is a true 

” a / 


| in ae on > Mognefia ia, it in confirm 
every article advanced. 1 expreſſes himſelſ in 
che following 8 4 008 nic rc w6Þ68- hat ad 
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129 Page i: 12. 1 . 7s is moſt commonly pre- 
9 pared from the factitious Epſom ſalts, àfHd 


may be obtained in great purity from thema 
5 — 9 


<4/alſo from the medicin 
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Ag Pape: 29. Agne „well A — 
« aſſiſted by proper exerciſe in curing,” 
found little, if at all, inferior to the juſtly 
celebrated waters of Epſon; and this ist oHi- 
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<,.0us for the virtues of theſe and the like vai - : 


ters depend Princip þ if not wholly. on 
bitter acid ſalts, and the pufgative quality of 


<1 chis>falt 5 irn alcaline Baſis, 0 15 Mag- | 
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Wal is, chat eicher Epſon waters or fale will 


redden\ fiefh when firſt ſoaked and then boiled in 


them, and that there is nitre in the form of xfi-- 


; cle ow the brickwork of the Wells, I ſup- 


F eee 
. of the e e mentioned by Agricola and 


m3. Both theſe authors have ſpoken 
largely of drinking nitrous purging waters -in 


Ss ſummer (at it was uſual at Epſom many years 
* fince); and poſſibly it would be well for health- 


fake 


uſes, ef] pecially ſince the | 
ſary as a preparative before entering on uy. cha- 
: Wear waters. wo 


7 
$5 1 * 1 
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© Hilo, from the days ol ins ippocrates « png. to 
| Play, and from his time to thofe of Dr. Hoſſman, 
informs us, that nitrous purging waters were drank 
in the ſpring and fall, to cleanſe the body, a pre. 
vent diſeaſes ; ; and it is amazing they ſhould be 
neglected by us !—But let us proceed in our en- 

| quiry. It is evident by experiments formerly, 
as well as lately made, that there is leſs fixed 
carth and more nitrous principles i in theſe waters 
than in moſt others, and no vitriolic acid abound- F 
ing with ſulphur. It is alſo well known that they 
have a peculiar purging quality, which infinuates 
more deeply into the coats of the fomach and "3 
bowels than any other. 


Theſe virtues 9 ps 6 Cs 

and ſtrongly recommend theſe waters to every | 
one who intended to drink thoſe of 7. undridge, 
: cleanſe and empty the ſtomach and bowels. 


On ſuch advice che gentry reſorted to Epſom rl, | 
„ 0 


; 


for ten days or A corn which: Was abe to 
be ſufficient as a preparative: 


*To one the ee were hn to be taken | 
whenever Tunbridge waters proved coſtive; a 


ſmall quantity was adminiſtred either in the firſt 


* rt laſt glaks, to © 55 W ſymptoms. 


l. prudence bereafter ſhould ire this. old | 


8 Practice to be renewed, health poſſibly would 


find the advantage; for by drinking Epſom, Wa- 
ters at Aſt, and takt ing Magneſia made from 
them, before entering on i chalybears;  coltiveneſs, 


| ſudden fuſhings, burning heats, inflammations, 
and many other unforeſeen diſorders might be 
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Theſe ines, I conceive,” are not improper for 
thoſe alſo who intend viſiting Bath, Buxton, &. 


at the uſual ſeaſons; and I think they may be of 


—_— conſequence 17280 at firſt 1 appears. 5 


Practice long _ taught us chat the 8 . 
theſe waters need not in general be continued 
above ten days or a fortnight at a time (except 
in n ſevere cutaneous e and chronical diſ- 

a tempers) 
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ons |; ; EP 
ters) ſine" their ale prgitive qualities 
relieve the ſtomach, provoke the "appetite; and 
ſoon cure; and as far as books have taught me, 
and a little Practice. ' T*thifik chere ig not in any 
diſpenſatory, or in che whole tribe of medicine, * 
one cathartic which 2 ago with more 2 and 
| e een eee ae 
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A the authorities of eminent phyſicians,” Who 
took no ſmall pains heretofore to watch over the 
effects of theſe waters, ſhould have any weight, 3 
it cannot be inconſiſtent now to enumerate the | 

diſorders for which they were recommended i in 
thoſe days, 'viz. for waſhing off all crude, viſ- 
cid, acid, bilious, and corrupted humours in 
the firſt paſſages; for inveterate ſcurvies, x 
Engliſb leproſy, worms, fore head s, red faces, 
grave], ſtone, heat of urine, ſore legs, coſtive 
habits, all cutaneous / eruptions, loſt appetite 
from drinking too liberally, jaundice, ſtones in 
the liver, or in the biliary canals, and moſt dif 
orders of che liver of the inflammatory and : it 
fach' caſes the afflicted ſtayed a Münch or more 
for a eure. Alſo, as they purge without chirſt, 
dryneſs of the mouth; ficknels, gripings, faint⸗ 
neſs, or dejection of ſpirits; fo in a fullneſs of 
ſhe Ee and veſſels in general, whether 
C3 occa- 


Y "Tx 22 * 


Ip fuids, te were were 


For amber and 0 gs * 
faamations of the eyes, king's endl hypochon» | 
| hefs, ng is > alle. wg foundation of ſeveral. 
chronical diſtempers, ſuch as cholics, pains in 

the bowels, &c. the waters were directed to be 
drank warm going to- bed. For heart- burn, indi. 
geſtion, hyſterical affections, diſturbed ſleep, 

pai ains in the head, tumours and ſwelling in the 
legs and feet after fifty, &c. the waters were 
beneficial, acting as a diluter, diuretic, and 
a mild cathartic, fanning, the. blood with. their 
cooling nitrous, principles, without agitating the 
ace er ſrmrating: the ngen, 


1 ec 5 the writings of am ; 
authors their opinions of the virtues of Epſom wa- 
ters in curing diſorders formerly; having alſo re- 
lated their conſtituent principles, and proved 
them to contain, the ſame-now. as heretoiStes 

vix. eight parts nitre and one alcaline earth; 

it thence ſecmed probable, that - theſe, waters 

_ would conſtitute an exceeding fine Magngſia, and 


. one 55 ſuperia qui 


cl Feb 8 e ee 1 8 dige. 
rent menſtrua, by ſolution, decoction, depuration, 
and ſeveral operations in pharmacy, J at lenet 


found out a proceſs for preparing this medicine, 


which, as ſoon as finiſbed, I thought proved in the 


greateſt purity. From this I was induced to repeat 
the operation, and try its effects as caſes ſhould 


happen; when finding its operations mild, without 


any uneaſineſs, ſickneſs, gripings, &c. I made 
further trials, and prepared a quantity to give 


to my friends and acquaintance; and on their res | 


port, I ſet about making ſome for fale, after 


having firſt proved it entirely pure, by the fol- 


lowing experiments, which are ſubmitted to thoſe 


much better verſed in medicine ; and on. their” 


found judgement only I will rely, OM laying 
alide the little I have OS 


1. A hollow . inch avis of oy was ful. ; 


ed with Mag a JON It un 2K 
grains. 
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n 5 * = * — 
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23. ounce pewrer 3 apothceares) 
; 1 40 Seins in e | 
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4. 5 ſolid locked put into ten anchae of 
5 water, floated 15 minutes re e 


* 


4. A bold PLAIN in an ounce of fred 1 : 
ad wine; floated. 


| 6. Ten grains were put in a phial, to which 

ſpirit! of vitriol by drops were added, on which a 
"briſk, ſmart ebullition enſued ; the ſpirit on. 
ſtanding became limpid, and the medicine almoſt 


entirely diflolved, leaving at the bottom only 
Merle ſmall particles or atoms very white. 


7. Thirty drops of 8 1 1 were mixt 
with a ſpoonful of water, to which five grains 
were put, which ſoon after abſorbed the acidity 
of the vitriol. In the two laſt experiments, no 
noxious blackiſh fumes aroſe, but a ſmall whe 
fmoak or vapour, without air-bubbles or dirty 
circles on the ſurface ; no floating muddy clouds 
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tremely white, and much more ſo than ſtarch; in 
taſte and ſmell quite inſipid and impalpable; 
p mixes readily with milk, water. and the like; and 
leaves no. gtittineſs i in the glaſs or cup. —On theſe _ | 
proofs, poſſibly, men of fkill-will admit this Me. ” 
dicine to be in purity; and without any impro- 
priety. e may call it either a New or Epſom Mag 
ngſia, becauſe it certainly does abound with the 


ſame principles as Epſom waters; and if 


the wa- 
ters ſhould be admitted an improvement or aa 
addition to its medical qualities, it 18 5 FE have = 
long been ſearching. after. 2 : po: 
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Amate bens on What has been advanced; may | 
induce ſome people to ſmile in regard to Marne: 
ſia; for we have been travelling for years to Tah 
Germany, France, &c. to bring over with great 
labour, what? The very Medicine that is really 


in nature no farther from this metropolis than 5 J 
15- miles. Happy iſland ! where almoſt all the 


aſſiſtance that health and nature require, Go 


1 the uſe and benefit off its inhabtants;:: _—_ 


as 3 
= 2 
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| Ab there are many families not wel Accs. 
eld with this Medicine, it may be pertinent to re- 
Ante the ſeveral diſorders which Magne/ia relieves,, 

nd what quantity to be ken. OY 
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e in 9 firſt nth may ot — wh 
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grains and upwards, to carry off the black and 
green ſools,, e a, and acidities 3 in the 


. 


be given. in  rergrue or any bee, 
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Fox worms in © ces it may eee 


| fugar-candy ground, honey, treacle, or the like; 
| forfuchas will not, bon e 8 he: * 
3 mon medicines. 


2 e 


. 
4 
* 


For the heart · burn, two tea - ſpoonf als may 5 
nn, in. milk. and water, or in either of them, 
any time of the day, or going to- bed, and re- 
peated as occafion requires; for the Medicine has 
been found to act as à lenient purge, a great ab. 
. ard, Ras a corrector of cena 


5 * 4 
* RES . in the bladder or gall-bag, it 
ſhould be continued for ſome time ; and a further 

| | afiſtance 


— ? 


: hey — with ma quail of Ins 


1 may ve tlie reste "Pyrmont, 5 
or in any mineral chalybeate waters, and 3 3 
be neglected in coſtive caſes. N. B. Bruiſe the 4 
medicine firſt, then by little and lictle, put to t 
the milk or water, or what it is intended to be 1 
taken in. e * BEIT 8 5 


It proves . ne fone. gravel, heat of — 

; urine, ſeveral ſpecies of ſcurvies, and moſt ſkin 2? 
diſeaſes, with the whey mentioned ; alſo in the 44 
ſeveral diſtempers before recited, which the waters . 1 

5 * cured. : . b 
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To prevent 4 e 1 that. recite 2 1 ; 
only one caſe of the effects of a common Magne: 
"* from oy s own ie and this as e 0 1 
8 I 


Phe wife of Mr. Hollings, apothecary, in St. 
James's Place, had laboured for about ten months 1 
under a jaundice, ſtones in the biliary ducts and 3 

liver. In February 1767, my opinion was deſired. 


Gs pe | nfuls of Magne}ia, and the ſame 
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) SnadineticoFdiltrab vital next Hayn. 
of thei gums and; ſteel, at night. wre 


eie A day daily during which ſhe- drank about 


— & quart of whey in 24 hours, made: wi ith 155 
* Pwrging Waters, and an e ED a 


AL! the eight de days. end, a ſto one | from.the | liver. 5 
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2 Charge a5 A, common nurmeg was diſcharged. by 
; ſiqol, next day. another « of the fame ſize, 4 nd fe- 
vera al ſmall ones afterwards. pr 1 2c 
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t e e ſhe. rode. at leaſt ten : 
2 tin þ 
e She i is now free from her diſorder; and en- 
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ops as __ a ate of bealth as at any time before. 2 
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| 5 what has been advanced, ſhould tre = 
beaſ lalisfaction to the. reader Js oſſibly the uſes 


of Ma gef and Epſon Waters W Alber better un- 
dero Bain regar to tlieir ſeveral diforders.” They 
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Hawe, and may relieve; ſince at this time many | 
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families are even ſtrangers to the Medicine as 


. as well as 58 r falutary effects, 4 
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